Dolmage awarded for ‘tireless’ inclusive education advocacy work
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 -- Craig Anderson
Marilyn Dolmage, lauded as a “tireless and passionate advocate for inclusive education for over 30 years,” has won the 2006 Canadian Association for Community Living (CACL) Inclusive Education Award. 

The award, which coincides with National Inclusive Education Week (Dec. 4th-8th), is given to individuals or teams of people in each province or territory who have made positive contributions to inclusive education.

“Her passion, her depth of knowledge and her unwavering belief in what is best for all children have inspired and challenged many,” says the award deposition.

Marilyn has been the Project Coordinator for the Ontario Coalition for Inclusive Education since 1995. Since that time, she has been involved in numerous collaborative efforts to strengthen inclusive education in the province, teaming up with self-advocates, students, families, educators, administrators, and government representatives.

Projects that Dolmage has collaborated with CACL on have included:

• the education of students with disabilities in their neighborhood schools in regular age-appropriate classrooms;

• the training of parents and educators around individual education planning, and

• the networking of families and Special Education Advisory Committee members to support them in their role as advocates.

Dolmage was most recently the key facilitator for a one-day conference on inclusion in London, Ontario. The workshop was designed to examine ways to improve the educational system through increased inclusion of students with intellectual disabilities.

Segregated classes – 80 percent of students with developmental disabilities were in segregated classrooms as of 2004 – fail to offer students an adequate or comprehensive learning experience, Dolamge told Leaders (see: One-day conference to help families and students 'aim higher').

“We have to make sure that students with developmental disabilities have access to all learning experiences,” said Dolmage.

She went on to decry the segregated classes from both an educational and social perspective, asking “why do they waste their time in school?”

Dolmage has also been involved in a larger collaborative project with the Faculty of Education at York University called Students Helping Students, the purpose of which is “to work collaboratively with self-advocates, secondary school students and selected school boards to advance understanding and acceptance of students with disabilities throughout Ontario,” according to the Ontario Association for Inclusive Education website.

“The project will enable students to take a leadership role in having an impact on making their schools more inclusive, where students of all abilities receive better support to learn together as members of regular classrooms and to participate fully in the life of the school.” 

A strong runner-up candidate for this year’s award was the Heads Up! For Inclusion: Amigos Program a Peterborough-based high school initiative that pairs up a student with an intellectual disability with a peer in an effort to build natural relationships and understanding amongst people with and without disabilities. 

Last year’s CACL award went to the Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board, a noted pioneer in implementing inclusive education programs

